
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“But without faith” 
Heb. 11:1-7 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Only faith in Jesus saves sinners.  If we forget the history of the Jewish people, our study will 
be stunted.  In the Exodus from Egypt and wilderness wanderings, many Jews turned back.  
They shrunk back.  This text exhorts the audience not to be like them.  The author assures 
them they are not.  They are a part of a faithful group who looked to the promise of God. 
 
The intent of this chapter is to encourage those who suffer to persevere and not go back to the 
first covenant.  We rightly identify the chapter as one celebrating faith, but when we put 
emphasis on the act of faith and not the object of faith we fail to understand the chapter’s 
intent.  The issue isn’t faith, but the object.  If you have faith, but do not have it in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ, it is not salvific.  You might have all the faith in the world in the idea 
that you can float in air or fly like a bird, but if that faith to float or fly is not in an airplane or 
the like you are doomed to fail, fall, and fracture.  Faith is not the issue in this chapter.  Faith in 
Jesus Christ as the final revelation from God, the final and fullest great high priest and the 
final sacrifice from God to answer the justice of God, is the issue.  This is what/who is 
celebrated.   
 
As people we are designed to have faith, and as Christians the object of our faith is in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ as declared in the text of Scripture.  And although faith is a 
natural aspect of our lives, the issue isn’t faith in faith, but faith in Jesus the Christ. 
 
To a Jewish audience this text has immediate memory recall.  For us, unless we know the 
Exodus and wanderings (i.e. The Book of Exodus and Numbers) there will be a tendency to 
trip.  So let us consider the text and see how we are to continue having faith in Jesus the Christ. 
 
Initially we are tied back to 10:35-39 with an exhortation for faith (We are of those who have 
faith to the preserving of the soul).  In the Exodus from Egypt and wilderness wanderings, 
many Jews turned back.  They shrunk back.  This text exhorts the audience not to be like them.  
He assures them they are not.  The text uses the word “preserving.”  It is found in five 
passages in our NT (Eph. 1:14; 1 Thess. 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:14; Heb. 10:39; 1 Pet. 2:9). 
 
It has the idea of keeping.  Our ongoing faith maintains our soul.  We are speaking much of 
persevering in Hebrews, but we need to remember the difference between persevering and 
preservation.  This text speaks of preserving.  Because we are preserved, we persevere.  
Remember the idea of canned vegetables.  Because the vegetables are preserved, they 
persevere.  This text speaks of faith preserving the soul. 
 
Next the author defines for us faith (vv. 1-3).  Why does he interject a definition of faith?  Faith 
believes what cannot be seen or perhaps understood.  When one is persecuted and humiliated 
and experiences loss of property, one must have faith.  In the absence of faith, hope and 
endurance become strained.   
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As I have already noted, the issue in this text is not on faith, but faith that has as its object Jesus 
Christ who is the fulfillment of the promise and the completion of the picture.  With this in 
mind, let us consider the chapter. 
 
What is faith?  I do not desire to get lost in the first three verses because they are part of a 
larger flow, but notice quickly three things in these three verses. 
 
First, a definition of faith is provided (v. 1).  Notice how this idea is tied back to 10:39.  “It is 
the holding fast, in patient waiting, to what Christ has done as high priest, and it refers 
retrospectively to Heb. 10:39 where the context gave the nuance of steadfast faithfulness to 
God and His word of promise [Emphasis added].”1 
 
The Christian life has as its foundation Jesus Christ; faith believes this.  Saving faith is so 
thoroughly convinced of this truth that there is no other alternative.  Even if what we hope for 
in Him is not immediately seen, there is no other option but Him.  It takes faith to enter freely 
and without hesitancy into the very presence of God based solely on the person and work of 
Jesus and not on anything we do.   
 
We cannot see Jesus as our great high priest, but we believe He is true.  We have to believe; we 
must have faith.  When is my faith tested?  When I cannot see or when it simply does not make 
sense.  For them, in the midst of adversity and persecution and loss they continued to believe 
even though they could not “see.” 
 
By [faith] the men of old gained approval ([i.e. had a good testimony among their peers] vv. 2, 
39).  Here is what faith in Jesus Christ does for us among our peers.  It enables us to have a 
good report in our community. 
 
Next, there is a consequence of faith (v. 2).  The word for men of old is 
presbuteros/presbyter/elder.  He will comment on such people in the verses ahead.  Such 
individuals had a noteworthy testimony of their faith in God.  Verse 2 ties back to Hebrews 
10:32-39.  Notice verse 39.  Everything that follows illustrates this idea. 
 
Initially I ran all over the place as to what this means until I stepped back, looked at the word 
and noted the way the KJV translates this verse, “For by it the elders obtained a good report” 
(v. 2). 
 
The word “gained approval/good report” is martureo.  Notice how this word is used in the 
Book of Hebrews. 
 

And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that 
he liveth. (Heb. 7:8) 
 
For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. (Heb. 7:17) 
 
Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, (Heb. 10:15) 
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For by it the elders obtained a good report. (Heb. 11:2) 
 
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaks. 
(Heb. 11:4) 
 
By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God 
had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. (Heb. 
11:5) 
 
And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: (Heb. 
11:39) 
 
He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: (Heb. 10:28) 
 
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, (Heb. 12:1) 

 
Faith enabled such individuals to have a significant testimony or witness to those around 
them.  Here is an example of a few of those notable characters. 
 
Finally, there is an application of faith (v. 3).  Faith believes everything is from God, sustained 
by God and for God.  Although Genesis 1 and 2 might not tell us if creation is from nothing, 
this verse most certainly does.  We believe the lives we live, the stories we exist in are part of 
His plan.   
 
Because of the size of this chapter today we will study only through verse 7.  What follows are 
illustrations of those who did not shrink back to destruction, but rather had faith to the 
keeping of their souls even though they did not receive the fulfillment of the promise.  They 
believed in the better possession and the lasting one.  They believed their suffering would not 
compare to the glory that was to follow.  They believed in the greater reward. 
 
The author pretty much covers the entire OT narrative.  Everything up to their experience is 
marked by faith.  We will consider only those who precede the Jewish Patriarchs (Heb. 11:4-7 
[Gen. 1-11]). 
 
Perhaps we are presumptuous in our observations, but I would conclude that Abel brought a 
blood sacrifice to atone for his own sins (v. 4).  He believed the promise in Genesis 3:15 and the 
picture in Genesis 3:21 whereas Cain did not.  The offering Abel brought was not his first.  He 
knew his was only a shadow of a more perfect and complete sacrifice.  Abel, though dead, 
continues to speak to a life lived in obedience to God’s full and final sacrifice. 
 
“The present active indicative indicates a continual action, ‘although he died, he continues to 
speak.’”2  I speak to the older attendees in our fellowship at this time, when you pass will this 
be your testimony among others?  When you pass what will people remember you for?   When 
the eulogy is read, what will be said?  I have but one desire, only one, “that I might decrease 
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and that He might increase.”  If and when the final word is said about Patrick J. Griffiths may 
the word be “Jesus.” 
 
Enoch (vv. 5, 6 [cf. 10:35]) is also identified as one who believed the Seed Promise.  Both 
“comes” and “seek” are present participles.  Both carry out the idea stressed throughout 
Hebrews, keep believing, keep coming, keep persevering, don’t quit, the line is just ahead, 
Jesus is just around the corner. 
 
The seeking (ekzateo) is a compound word.  “In compound always seems to denote that the 
seeker finds, or at least exhausts his powers of seeking.”3  The author is not asking us to do 
anything other than believe in the complete sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  That, my friends, is the 
work to which we have been called.  And in our day and age it will take every ounce of energy 
you have not to go back to a performance based acceptance before the Father. 
 
Enoch through faith gained an enormous witness.  We must not conclude Enoch pleasing God 
is apart from a blood sacrifice.  Enoch, like Abel, offered a blood sacrifice believing the 
promise. 
 
The idea of reward in Hebrews is crucial as to what is meant and how we understand it.  If we 
remove Hebrews 11:6 from its context and make the idea of faith generic and without 
objectivity, we have done an incredible disservice to the biblical text. 
 
I believe understanding what the idea of “reward” is will shape how you and I live the 
Christian life.  I believe the provision of God mentioned in 11:40 helps shape our 
understanding of “reward.”  I believe the reward we desire is found only in Jesus Christ.  
Because the work is done we can go freely and fearlessly into the presence of God.  This is the 
reward.  This is the reward we attained and achieved through the work of another.  It is 
because of our standing in Christ and not our service to Christ that gains the reward.  If we err 
here, we change significantly and severely our Christian walk. 
 
Faith is not a stand alone entity.  It never operates in a vacuum.  Faith must always have an 
object.  And the object of faith must be valid.  Like Abel and Enoch we bring a blood offering, a 
sacrifice, but that which we bring is Jesus.  Enoch’s actions were seen in the bringing of a blood 
sacrifice believing the larger Seed Promise. 
 
Noah acted in faith believing the promises (v. 7 [cf. 10:39]).  What he did after the flood in 
offering a sacrifice he had done countless times prior to the flood.  The work of building an ark 
was faith’s work.  He believed the promise and thus built the ark.  The act of building an ark 
was belief in the Seed Promise.  The larger Story of the flood is the attack against and 
preservation of the Seed.  Noah obeyed God in the preservation of the Seed Promise.  We do 
an injustice to the text and narrative if we see it any other way. 
 
Like Abel and Enoch, he too had a testimony before others of his faith in the Seed Promise.  
The issue isn’t for us to have great faith so we like Enoch can escape death or like Noah can 
build an impossible ark.  The challenge is not what great thing have we attempted for God, but 
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do we believe in Jesus as the great high priest and the sacrifice for sin?  History is marked by 
people of great faith.  Felix Baumgartner recently set the world record for skydiving an 
estimated 24 miles, reaching an estimated speed of 834 mph on 14 October 2012, and became 
the first person to break the sound barrier without vehicular power on his descent. He was a 
man of great faith.  The question and challenge is not do you have great faith, but rather do 
you believe in Jesus.  The question is do you have faith in fulfillment of the Seed Promise and 
do you believe the blood picture has been completed?  Unlike the saints of old, we no longer 
need to bring a blood sacrifice of at our own hands.  The only sacrifice we can bring is 
contained in Jesus the Christ. 
 
The intent of Hebrews 11 is to encourage the readers to persevere in their afflictions received 
for faith.  Friends, do you believe in Jesus Christ as your great high priest who alone has made 
a way?  This is the only sacrifice that satisfies the justice of God. 
 
                                                 

1 Rogers and Rogers on Hebrews 11:1. 
2 Rogers and Rogers on Hebrews 11:4. 
3 Rogers and Rogers on Hebrews 11:6. 


